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days after the injection the patient returned with a polymorphous erythema 
and aseriona acute polyarticular rheumatism, which yielded to three drachms 
of sodium salicylate within forty-eight hours. It is impossible not to attri¬ 
bute these cutaneous and articular accidents to the effect of the serum._ 
Journal da Pratiriaie, 1895, 2d semestre. No. 8, p. 45. 

[Compare this report with the remarks of Winters, American Journal 
of the Medical Sciences, vol. cx: p. 211.—R. W. W.] 

The Curative Action of Toxin in Malignant Tumors. 

Fausto Campanini presents a scholarly paper. He has made use of 
the toxins derived from a streptococcus culture to which bacillus prodig- 
iosus was later added. The first patient suffered from a fibro-sarcomatous 
polypus of the naso-pharyngeal vault The treatment gave rise to severe 
constitutional symptoms, resulting in great debility and anaemia, and was 
therefore abandoned without, however, having produced any change in the 
tumor. The Becond patient suffered from a large myxo-sarcoma of the 
breast Twenty injections were given without giving rise to pain or general 
reaction, but inasmuch a3 they produced no effect the treatment was aban¬ 
doned. Although the writer was apparently anxious to be convinced of the 
efficacy of the injections, the results obtained were not of such a nature as 
to merit confidence in them.—11 Polidinico, 1895, No. 13, p. 301. 

The Physiological Action of Extract of Suprarenal Capsules. 

Dr. L. A. Gluzinski has found in his investigations of the extracts from 
various organs, e. g., thyroid and thymus glands, liver, pancreas, spinal cord, 
and suprarenal capsules, that upon normal animals (guinea-pigs, rabbits, 
and dogs) the glycerin extract obtained from the suprarenal capsules possesses 
markedly toxic properties. Following the injection there appeared a para¬ 
plegia of the posterior extremities, a diminution of the sensibility of the 
same, while in the anterior extremities there were slight spasms, frequently 
a distinct opisthotonos, feeble respiration, dilated pupils, dyspnceic symp¬ 
toms, and terminal general paralysis. Artificial respiration prolonged the 
life of the animal, providing that the heart was relatively good. The 
necropsy showed marked pulmonary oedema, ecchymoses, particularly in 
the pulmonary pleura and pericardium (in guinea-pigs), and the right ven¬ 
tricle and right and left auricles were strongly dilated in diastole and 
overfilled with blood. Apparently glycerin removes from the suprarenal 
capsules a substance which is extremely poisonous to the nervous system, in¬ 
fluencing the medulla and spinal cord and producing death from pulmonary 
mdema. So far as investigation has now gone, the paralysis and changes in 
peripheral nerves and their end-plates are not to be recognized as analogous 
to those produced by curare.— Wiener klinisckc Wochentckrift. 1895, No. 14 
S. 251. 

The Use of the Thyroid in Therapeutics. 

Jorfida has made use of the thyroid gland in five cases of paren¬ 
chymatous goitre. In two of these the tumor entirely disappeared, and in 
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the remaining cases there was a notable reduction in size. Detailed reports 

follow, in which it appeara that the amount used varied from twenty-eight 

to forty-five drachms, and the time required from nineteen to forty-three 

days. In four of the five patients there was a diminution of body-weight.— 

II Policlinico, 1895, No. 13, p. 338. 
Dr. Ferdinand Winkler carefully reviewa the literature. The notice¬ 

able results in myxosdema are diuresis, diminution of the myxomatous 

swelling, lessening of body-weight, disappearance of weariness, stiffness, and 

apathy. In obesity a notable diminution of body-weight has been obtained, 
and may even be more marked than when dietetics alone are relied upon. 

Both the somatic and psychic phenomena of cretinism have been markedly 

benefited by the UBe of thyroid treatment. In tetany good results have 

been obtained by Gottstein. In Basedow’s disease and acromegaly it appar¬ 

ently produced no good results. Of psoriasis a few cases were benefited, 

but lichen planus, lupus, eczema, urticaria, prurigo, and acne rosacea were 

not influenced. Menzies found great benefit from it in six cases of rupia 

syphilitica, and Abraham a marked improvement in two patients suffering 

from leprosy.—Cenlralblatt fur die Gesammte Therapie, 1895, Heft vii. S. 385. 

The Therapeutic Action of Salophen in Various Diseases. 

M. Pierre MARIE finds that this drug should be considered as a remark¬ 

able substitute for sodium salicylate, and possesses valuable properties in 

acute and subacute articular rheumatism, and appears to possess them in 

gout. It has no action upon chronic rheumatism. One patient suffering 

from the chorea of Sydenham was cured in eight days. The drug presents 

none of the inconveniences of sodium salicylate, and has been well borne by 

all the patients. Because of its decomposition only in the intestine it does 

not produce any gastric irritation, and its slow decomposition allows of a 

larger dose—to Beventy-five and ninety grains. Usually forty-five to sixty 

grains only are required, and that in divided doses. On account of its 

tastelessness and insolubility it can be taken suspended in pure water.—Les 

Nouvtaux Remldes, 1895, No. 12, p. 272. 

The Use of Olive Oil for Biliary Colic. 

Dr. Michell Clarke reports three cases in which an initial dose of 

one ounce, which was rapidly increased, floated upon the surface of a bitter 

acid infusion, resulted in success. Eight grains of sodium salicylate, in a 

mild saline purgative, were also given before breakfast two or three times 

each week during the administration of the oil. The maximum daily dose 

of the oil was eight ounces, and the duration of the treatment from six 

weeks to three months.—British Medical Journal, 1895, No. 1802, p. 76. 

The Treatment of Tetany. 

Dr. R. K. Macalesher reports four cases. Recalling the observations of 

Vaughan, who obtained good results with quinine, even recovery in somecases 

in from eighteen to twenty-four houre, he made use of this remedy; but found 

that its effect was but palliative and temporary, not preventing frequent 
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relapses. Phenacetin, however, gave equally favorable results. If the nutri¬ 

tion can be improved by the use of tonics and by appropriate dietetic 

hygienic measures, the disease can, it is believed, be radically and perma¬ 

nently cured. The method of Erb, the galvanic current, the stationary 

cathode being applied to the sternum and the anode to the spine and along 

the nerves to the affected parts, has still many advocates. In view of the 

occurrence of tetanic symptoms after removal of the thyroid body, Stieglitz 

suggests a trial of the administration of thyroid gland in ordinary cases of 

tetany.—American Medico-Surgical Bulletin, 1895, No. 12, p. 721. 

The Treatment of Intermittent Fever. 

Dr. Aufrecht does not offer any new remedy, but insists upon the admin¬ 

istration of quinine hydrochlorate, in capsules, not in compressed tablets, 

three to four hours before the expected chill, in fifteen-grain doses for adults. 
When, from the action of the drug, a chill does not appear upon the day when 

it was due, it is well upon that day to administer three similar doses. For 

children the tannate may be substituted, but should be given in triple the 

corresponding dose. For stubborn cases of intermittent fever, which do not 

respond to the ubs of quinine alone, arsenic should be added. Two pills, 

each containing about one-thirtieth of a grain of arsenous acid, three-quar¬ 

ters of a grain of quinine hydro chi orate, two-thirds of a grain of powdered 

liquorice-root, should be given after each meal. If the spleen is enormously 

enlarged and the bodily strength greatly reduced on the days of the fever, 

there may be given in addition to the above-mentioned pills ten grains of 

quinine hydrochlorate three or four hours before the attack.—Therapeulischc 
MonaUheflc, 1895, Heft vii. S. 355. 

The Action of Nuclein in Fever or Toxemia. 

Dr. William Jacobson has used this drug in the treatment of scarlet 
fever, measles, diphtheria, and follicular amygdalitis. In these cases he be¬ 

lieves that it exerts an immediate, positive influence on the toxins in the 

Bystem. So far as immunization is concerned, experiments have been made 

only in diphtheria, measles, and scarlet fever, which apparently can be pre¬ 

vented by the use of five minima given hypodermatically. Failures may 

occur when the organism has become thoroughly saturated with the poison, 

and nuclein, which is Nature’s antitoxin, cannot overcome the poison. "When 

the case is severe we are not justified either in depending upon nuclein alone 

nor in doing without it. Careful hygiene, diet, and watchfulness of the 
attendants will assist in saving the patient.—New York Medical Journal 
1895, No. 868, p. 71. 

Cold Baths in Typhoid Fever in Old Age. 

Dr. A. Balognesi believes that balneotherapy is the only method of 

treatment which can render service in the severe forms of typhoid fever. Its 

application is easy for the physician and for the intelligent nurse instructed 

by him. The expense is small; a bath-tub, bought or borrowed, and cold 

water, which is found everywhere. Since the dangers of typhoid fever occur 
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especially in persons who have passed the age of forty the treatment should 

be commenced and systematically practised from the commencement of the 

disease; it is a preventive against complications and always shortens the 

duration of the disease and of convalescence. He begins by giving a seda¬ 

tive, calming tonic, and diuretic bath at 64.4° to 68° F., every three hours, 

which lasts twelve to fifteen minutes, with cold affusions over the medulla, 

at the beginning, middle, and end of each bath. If there is any sign of en- 

feeblement of the heart, kidney, brain, lung, or a physiological function 

which is necessary in the contest against the infection, the treatment should 

be increased; baths every two hours at 64.4° F., lasting from eight to ten 

minutes, with an affusion at 50° F. upon the neck during the progress of the 

stimulant bath. An ice-bladder can be placed over the heart and brain, and 

ice-compresses over the cheat. This refrigeration should be continued until the 

accidents which threaten the life of the patient are rectified, and then the 

interval of the bath is lengthened to three hours, and their number progres¬ 

sively diminished until apyrexia is reached, the viscera are in good condition, 

and convalescence is established.—Bulletin Qbxiral de Thhrapeutique, 1895, 

24e liv. p. 530. 

Chronic Coffee-poisoning. 

M. Gilles de la. Tourette states that the symptoms very much resem¬ 

ble those of chronic alcoholism, with which it is confounded. Chronic 

poisoning is found more often in women than in men. The digestive dis¬ 

turbances are expulsion of mucus in the morning, vomiting, inappetence, 

and disgust for food; just as in alcoholism, bo the immoderate desire for 

coffee ends in its being the sole article of diet. The patients become pale 
and jaundiced, which marks the coffee cachexia. Hiematemesis has not been 

observed. The nervous phenomena consist of cramps in the calves of the 

legs, pain in the limbs; the reflexes are preserved; there is no coffee-paralysis. 

Many patients do not go beyond this stage of pain and are rapidly cured by 
the suppression of the coffee. Others, however, present trembling of the 

limbB, fibrillary twitchings of the lips and tongue, vertigo, and insomnia. 

On the part of the heart we note slowing of the pulse. The abuse of coffee 

is hurtful; it is well to recognize it and to be able to combat it.—Journal des 

PraticUnt, 1895, 2d semestre, No. 3. p. 46. 

The Strychnine Treatment of Viper-bites. 

Mr. R. P. Banerjee reports a Bingle instance in which forty minutes 

after the bite upon the left foot one-fiftieth of a grain of strychnine nitrate, 

dissolved in twenty minims of distilled water, was injected into the left arm. 

In ninety minutes a second, and in an hour a third injection was given. 

The patient had deep sleep at night, the face and eyelids were puffy and 

swollen, the swelling of the foot was less, the urine was bloody. Five minims 

of the British Pharmacopceial solution of strychnine were given, which was 

repeated upon two consecutive mornings, in all one-sixth of a grain by the 

mouth. Strabismus, frontal headache, vomiting, diarrhoea, and delirium 

were noted. In spite of the considerable amount of strychnine which was 


